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Immortality of the Soul.— A Be- 
ti«w. 


I have In my possession * sixteen 
pegs tract from the pen of Elder J. JI. 
.Swltiait , *ntilleJ "The Immortality of 
the 8oul or Death and the Reaorrec- 
tion, the object of which appears to bo 
to lower men In the scale of creation 
to the materialistic standard of the 
lower orders. 1 knew of the Intended 
publication of the trait, and after an 
ineffectual attempt to secure ita wltli- 
faoldence from the public promised both 
the author and others, as critical and 
analytical review as the production 
should demand and it would be in my 
power to sivii. After giving the tract 
* careful reading and estimating its 
value as a document of sound doctrin- 
al theology. I have decided to pass it 
or with this brief notice for the follow- 
ing reasons : 

' l. .The author concedes the ultimate 
salvation of tbose who believe and obey 
tbe gospel though they reject his view 
of the material nature of the soul and 
hold to an expressed belief in It* tm 
mortality. He Is forced to this admis- 
sion from the very nature of the case. 
He retains his membership in a church 
the great body of which holds to the 
pleasing doctrine of the endless nature 
of man '6 existence because he !s the 
offspring of God (Acts 17: 29] and 
therefore necessarily partakes of the 
endless nature of his divine parent. 
He not only holds his membership 
among this people, but preacheB for 
them, fellowships tliero, communes 
with them, and In every sense feels 
toward them and treats them as fallow 
Christians and as co-laborers in Christ. 
He is an effectual evangelist of the 
church, and as one of the results of Ms 
labors has Been many bapti*«d into its 
fold. These lie considers in nil essen- 
tial particulars thoroughly converted 
to Christ, and If they remain faithful, 
heirs of eternal lire. It Is safe to ray 
not one of them was convicted of sin 
and converted to Christ by any word 
he ever said, or any sermon he ever 
preached against the soul's immortal- 
ity, and not one in twenty of them be 
lievea today on that subject as he does. 
ir then, all the effective work the au- 
thor has done for Christ, In the way of 
the conversion of souls, has been 
through preaching on other subjects, 
and If, as a minister of the gospel his 
chief desire Is foi the salvation of oth- 
ers, it api*ars to me he should have 
selected the one theme he has found 
by experience to be the most effective 
in arousing a hatred of sin and inspir- 
ing men to flee the wrath to come and 
written on that with all the power and 
Insplrntlonhe possessed . I h ere would 
have seen some reasonable excuse for 
the publication of a tiact of such char 
acter. It would have received the en- 
dorsement and support of all God-fear. 
lag men lu the church, and might liava 
resulted in the conversion of many 
souls. As it is we have time, labor, 
and money, spent in obtruding upon 
tli e attention of the church a tract, 
which at the very tiest will result in lit- 
tle el»e thau strife and discord, and 
that, too, on a suhject thut has not the 
least element of practical benefit in it 
when the proselyte is made. 

2. The terms used in the tract as ex- 
planatory of the words soul and spirit 
are a distortion of the Bible meaning 
of the terms, and renders the Divine 
record so nonsensical and absurd In 
many of its statements tbot one can 
scarcely think of an extended and ser- 
ious reply. On page I, the author 
places in brackets the word 'life' as ex- 
pressing the full, round meaning em- 
bodied in the biblical term 'soul. ' This 
word 'life' he uses 'throughout the 
tract (in brackets! to explain, and keep 
before the mind of the reader the pon- 
derous fact that soul is life and life la 
soul, no wore and no less. Also on 
page I, ha defines breath by the word 
spirit. Then spirit means breath and 
breath means spirit, and this definition 
of spirit runs throughout tbe teachings 
of the tract, except where the author 
stops when It suits his convenience 
best to define (spirit) as 'life principle 1 
or 'spirit ol life.' 

On page l>, the following enigmatical 
statement, keeping the author's defini- 
tion of the term In view : 'Theapiritis 
life. principle, and when taken from 
the lite (soul) Itself, it dies with the 
fcody.' Just whether the 'life' dies 
with the body, or tbe life principle dies 
with the breath of life and the body. 
Which one dies or whether they all die 
together no living man can tell from 
the senter.ee, and it is probahfe the sen- 
tence Is as clear ss the subject was lu 
the mind of the author". If the soul 
dies, then life Itself dies. So it comes 
to pass that we bave the astonishing 
phenomenon of dead life or living 
death, If the spirit dies, then it Is tbe 
life principle, or the very essence of 


iife that dies, and this la a calamity 
worse than the other. But the author 
says spirit means breath. Then when 
the Divine record says, 'Qod is a spirit, 
and they who worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth,' It 
means to say, -God is a breath, and 
those who worship him most worship 
him In breath and in truth.' This is 
simply ridiculous. But the first page 
of the tract says, 'God never talks non- 
sense.' It Is not tbe author's fault if 
He does not. 

If the soul means 'life' and spirit, 
life 'principle,' as the author says, and 
life, or the 'soul' dies, and the 'spirit' 
or life principle does not die, but goes 
to God, then it transpires, according 
to the tract, that these 'immortal ista' 
are not such Idiots and heretics after 
all, as there is a part of mat), and that 
the most essential part, fa* his very 
life principle that is deathless. So after 
all, the author is an immortal ist advo- 
cate too. and Is only giving bis 'laruin' 
on lh" Bubject'sa airing, to show the 
brethren their mistake as to the partic- 
ular part of man that does not go into 
unconsciousness at death. But this is 
not all. The tract makes tbe remark- 
able discovery that tbe new birth, the 
being made a new creature, does not 
take place till the resurrection. Paul 
then was mistaken when he addressed 
bis brethren as being 'In Christ,' while 
yet living, and was antl-christian and 
playing into tbe hands of Satan lu say- 
ing any man in Christ is" a new crea- 
ture. Then too, Christ was all at sea 
when he told NlcodemuB that regener- 
ation Ib of 'earthly things' and Is con* 
Bum mated by a birth of 'water and 
spirit.' But perhaps we are all mis- 
taken and a hlrl h of wnter baptism is 
not really to take place till the resur- 
rect ion. Then too, the statement that 
God's word is 'spirit and is life' only- 
means 'it is breath and soul," or 'life 
principle and life,' so life principle' and 
'life.' or birth and soul usually 'go dead* 
without a body what is the body of the 
word of God that keeps ita spirit 
(breath) and lite (soul) alive '( If the 
word of God has no body, but hss spir- 
it and sou! or breath and life, winch 
[In- tract says in all the Bams. Then 
soul in i'l spirit can live and do live in- 
dependentof a body and are immortal, 
eternal and undying in the very na- 
ture of the case. 

These paragraphs are not penned In 
the spirit of Irony or levity, but iu all 
seriousness to show the absurd Inter- 
pretations of scriptural terms and 
teaching, and the ridiculous light in 
which the tract places its author in 
the estimation of accurate ami careful 
thinkers and theologians. 

His frequent use of Old Testament 
proof texts to prove his position on the 
question only serves to show that he 
lias not critically read the Bible. Lift* 
and Immortality wer,e hrmgH to light 
through the gospel. Immortality ex- 
isted as a fact, but was unrepealed to the 
Old Testament authon to them It was 
a hidden truth. All thev knew upon 
the subject was but speculative and 
fragmentary. Thus it was that the 
Saducees sivlil 'There are neither angels 
nor spirits;, were materialistic in their 
views hi id stiil a man's thoughts and 
all perish in tbe grave. In the grave 
isfoigetruluess.' 'Uf course there Is 
M memory In the grave* said the 
Pharisee for the mind, the spirit or 
thinking powers does not go into the 
grave, but lives and thinks on. Phari- 
sees said there arc nngels and spirits. 
When Christ came lit iirour/hj lift and 
■HUM 1ft. HtD to light throwth the qosptl. 
He selected his disciples from among 
the Pharisees. He was known to be 
In sympathy with the Pharisee on this 
subject of angels and spirits and the 
endless nature of life. This Is evidenced 
by the Saductes pestering him with 
questions tbe same us Ihey dirt the 
Pharisees. So Pharisees could have 
heard his reply In the Sailucees 'that 
which' Abraham, Isaac and Jacob sre 
dead to men they are alive to God with- 
out feeling that the Great Teacher was 
i in-ii|i|*>r< with him and his sect upon 
tbe subject. Then too tin- 'parable' of 
Dives and Lazarus, the transfiguara- 
tlon upon the mount in which Moses 
was seen. His explanation to the dis- 
ciples after his resurrection In the 
'upper chamber. In Jerusalem, of the 
difference between his resurrected 
body and a spirit,— that it was com pos- 
er! otjltth mid tones, which a spirit had 
neither— all shows that he was a 
Pharisee in the one particular dogma 
of the Intermediate state. Where is a 
sane man that will read the New Tes. 
lament and say that the Saducees ever 
felt Christ to be anything but their 
strong opponent on that one subject. Y 
Then hear Paul, long after IiIb conver- 
sion still claming to be a Pharisee, and 
speaking of being absent, in conscious 
existence, from the body and present 
with the Lord . Of a man being able 


either in the body or oot of It to ascend 
into the third heaven and see things 
unutterable, anfliiay ba was a 'Soul 
steeper' which la only another name for 
Saducee, and t say you are either won- 
derfully blinded or astonishingly un- 
learned . Read what the Apostle Peter 
says Christ did while his body was In 
the grave— 'preached to the spirits In 
prison— and tbe last chapter in Revela- 
tions of tbe prophet (dead in body) — 
who revealed the new Jerusalem to 
John, then go and talk the mortality 
of tbe 'Soul" to the wind hot do not 
pester Christians with It lest men 
laugh at your dullness and loose respect 
for your blbl leal learning. . ' 

srd. I do not think It necessary to 
review tbe tract because it teaches 
that man without Christ Is uo more 
than an ox, a monkey, or an ass and Is 
in his organism only matter and sub- 
ject to the unalterable and Invariable 
forces that control and regulate tbeac- 
tlon of matter, and as therefore, not a 
free agent as the Kittle teaches, but Is 
purely the victim of physical forces. 
Bis soul as the life of the body, the 
spirit* is the breath, and the mind 
therefore is an orgs nidation of matter 
which grows only as tbe brain grows, 
and these along with the body grow and 
act only as the irresistible and un- 
alterable forces of nature compel them 
to grow and act. We have grown out 
of that sort of childishness both in 
theology and science, and a reply 
would only be a waste of time. But 
now I Bee the Editor of tbe Evange- 
list has disposed of the question In a 
very slimmer) way. He sent out cards 
asking misleading questions, received 
about forty answers from the more 
.than -A 1 1 ministers of the church, 
which hepubllshed. S I xteen of; these 
are 'Soul-sleepers-' Twenty are not 
and four do not know what they are. 
Therefore the 'Church does not be- 
lieve in the hu mortality of the Soul. 
If sixteen preachers who are unlearned 
on the subject— and these sixteen 
represent the 'Ami -sleeper' strength of 
the church are Vie c/iu reft, then what 
on earth are the rest of us ? 1 wish to 
say juBlbere to Swihart, Garber and 
the test that '.w-HK) of the ' Brethren 
church aremen and women who do be- 
lieve in the eudless.nature of life, and 
will not allow the soul-sleepers among 
them to preach advocate and promul- 
gate their views publicly as a part of 
our faith. Wo have no objections to 
their holding thei r own private opinions 
on the" subject, hut the making of It an 
Issue .publishing preaching advocating 
and abetting it will be met with resist- 
less force. No one wants to make it a 
test of fellowship, as it is only nn error 
in theory and is of too little value to 
allow the peace of the church to be 
disturbed by its advocacy. We have 


not raited the issue, and do not want 
it agitated. The oot side have raised 
it, end we meet it Just this far. If they 
wlsb to drop the foolish and unsavlng 
Issue and go on with the church In 
preaching the gospel to men and tell- 
ing the story that will convlet and con- 
vert alt right. It not and the KTAK- 
oklibt is to be made the vehicle of 
advocacy for that school, and the Pub- 
lishing 1 House tbe manufactory of 
tracteall Bro. Garber need do is to say 
so and we will know bow to act. We 
are getting entirely too smart. As 
soon as we get one pieoe of folly settled 
and one wild doctrinal sensation 
quieted down another comes up, and in 
some way the Publishing House gets 
mixed op in it, every time. We think 
none of the leas of these brethren for 
their faith. As they read the Bible 
they will get over It, but we do aay and 
say it plainly it will be wise to drop it 
and do so at once, As 1 am tbe 
'Champion' mentioned in lasts weeks 
Evakoelist, I deem It but proper 
that these remarks be made. 

It we are ttolng to preach the gospel 
to save souls, are going to be practical 
and become men of God relegating all 
sew alional Ism and wild theories to tbe 
school of dreamers, then 1 am soul and 
heart in the work. Bot if this Is to 
continue then I bave one more effort 
to make and will ctose the chapter. 
No man In the church ever talked of 
makiug the 'Soul-sleeping' faith a test 
of fellowship, but the man who rides 
it ha a hobby will loose bis influence 
and loose it for good, and with this loss 
will loose much opportunity for doing 
good. May God in his mercy guide us so 
as to make us only a power for good. 
8. H. Babiiob- 



POWDER 

Absolutely Pure. 

Th Is powder never varies. A mar vel 
of purity, strength and wholesomeneas. 
More economical than the ordinary 
kinds, and cannot be sold in competi- 
tion with the multitude or low lest, 
Bhort weight alum or phosphate pow- 
ders. SOLD ONLY US CANS, Hotal 
Bakino Powder Co., lOflWallSt., 
New York. 


THE EVANGELIST will bo 
sent to any address till Jan. 1st, 
1890, Tor 76 ceuts. Make up a 
club in your church at otue. 


la tb. old TifiuM* Pw1bmi.it S.bem." Cwtlwt 
Bttm.iCo.. Bwton. Pw»t Urn IMUttti I 


THE PROPHETIC AGE. 

The initial number of Th* Proph- 
etic Age, a new monthly devoted to 
a study of the Prophecies, tbe King- 
dom of God, and the Millennium, baa 
been Issued. Send your subscription, 
SO cents a year, six months. 2S cents, 
single number, 5 cents. Published at 
he Brethren Pub. House, Ashland, O. 


CojiBiiniption Cured. 

An old phpslclan, retired from prac- 
tice, having had placed in his hands by 
an East ludla missionary the formula 
of a simple vegetable remedy for the 
speed y and permanent cure of Con- 
sumption, Bronchitis Catarrh, Asth- 
ma, and All tlirn.it and lung affections, 
also a positive and radical cure for 
Nervous debility and all Nervous Com- 
plaints, after having tested its wonder- 
ful curative powers in thousands of 
cases, has felt it his duty to make It 
known to his suffering fellows. Act- 
uated by this motive and a desire to re. 
Ieve human suffering. I will send free 
Iclcharge, to all who desire it, this re- 
f pe. In German. French or English, 
with full direct ions for preparing and 
using. Sent by mail by addressing 
with stamp, naming this pa- 
per. ST. A. Noyes, UB Power's Block, 
ilocheater. N.Y. 


THE 
IMMORTALITY OP THE 

SOTJL 

Scripturally examined and 
found wanting. A tract that 
all want to read. 

Death and the Besurrectlon briefly 
but Intelligently presented by the 
teaching of the Bible. 

BY ELD. J. H. HWIHABT. 

A pamphlet of 16 pages, 

well printed and covered. 

PRICE, ten cents by mall, or three 
for 23 cents. 

AGENTS WANTED. 
Address the Author, or 

THE BRETHREN PUB. HOUK, 
Ashland. Ohio. 


Vll Ladles Are Interested, 

The following letter shows very clear- 
ly how well satlstled those are who buy 
their silk dresses of O.S.Chaffee* 
Son, Mansfield Centre, Conn. Our 
renders will remember this Brm manu- 
facture silk and satin goods and sell 
direct from their great factory to buy. 
ers, saving all Intermediate expenses : 

Otlke of Biblical Recorukr, ) 

ItALEtOU, N.C., J 

December 17, 1888. J 
Mesbhs O. 8. ClIAKFEE * Son : 

Dear Sirs.— The package of silk for 
my wife came safely and soundly to 
hand today. She Is delighted with it 
and p eused that you were no prompt 
and generous with her. 1 highly sp. 
preebtte the compliment myself, and 
enclose check for the *a3.5u. With 
vi-i v best wishes, 

C. T. Bailey. 

Send your name and address on a 
postal card to O. S. Chaffee &-Son. 
Mansfield Centre, Conn. They will 
mail you samples of silk and full de- 
scriptive circulars free. 


EVERY LADY 

WANTS 1L * »LK DRESS. 


w 

H 


H 


HEN ■ pant-hunter pantleea 
— la panting for pants, 

E panta for the bast pants 
ii, i.-tho pant-market grants. 

IE ponteth unpanted 
«^^B«untll he Implant* 

JNISELF In a pair of our 

I— Plymouth Rook Pants. 
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.■t nimlS is tar Ud n-H in Out D . S. , furutMlKS «f* 
ip|. v .-r> .nilenUr* nllifutloo or wmiur rrtuwlcl 
llfnmkw, Aleo, lit. i we m • «• to j ™ r ot>l« , f u 1 1 
tulu, IIB 21, Sim. •»», OT.fWiU.SlI/llll .nd I tut 
I. .run* rtud w. r*tund mnnfir .1 I'ujrr ■ rrquvtl, 
iil«>n morn of bo.*!*, or miko mltiriltom tir n.w 
KiTwonUfn* if tar* ikarfi. 

PLYMOUTH ROOK PAWT8 CO. 

Adfcwill Mil to 

(0 Eliot Street, Bostom, Maw. 
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This Is your oppor- 

' ilty. A B*w de- 

_or tare, t- 1 i.k * A i. 

: eot from the manu- 

Sftcturers to you. 

Ous reduced prices 

" bring the best 

ooda -within 

.jcb of all. We 

re the only mm- 

facturer* In tbe 

' e. selling dl- 

rccttocon- 


QUICK TIME, 


VIA 


ERIE 


FOR 


You take no 
risk. Wewuv 
t rant every 
n piece of prods 
£*■ represent- 
Vd, or money 
, f rel'unucd,8«e 
our referen- 
ces. We sre 
the oldest 
Ilk M ami fur tn r- 
tn tbe VS. E»- 
_jliBbed in 1B3S, 
1th over 00 years 
xperlcDca* 
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CHAFFEE 

JRESS SILKS, 

Tor richness or 
-0 1 or.fl u perlor tli- 
,.h and wearing 
iu sillies, to be 
iMXeeIlo4 fry 
atw aaake el 
,, - -orld. W. offer 

7r i^ ,,„ rink, it, GitH Or.ln*.iJ.tlEi, Sursns. 

only, VV„ u-h.t to .11 P«r" "' ll! <= l ' h L. " * :' 
eStf yoo only a pwt-1 card io m tgy«- 

0. 8. CHAFFEE & SON. 

Mansfield Centre, Conn. 

l.-'lrSl'.T^Vl «*ttll. lilm. B.,lm» lull, W UUM.UO 

5 ■ . ." LV . „7. . :.. _ _.ulim...ii. l-nnn 


Nbw York, Albany, Boston, Pitts- 
burg and Other Eastern Cities. 

forma the great tliroufli and plcturwqn* 
route between the 

EAST AND WEST. 

No o bsnge of can between New York. Cbl- 
eago, Cincinnati anil Si. Louie. Th* 
only road running solid trains 
lo New York. 


Before parrhulaa' tickets, xtdrtae 
WW. nun iiitt Milt, », V. A., W«tI«,S., 
nr J. II. Hrl.ilon Act., Antilmnl. O 


Time Table takin g effect Dec. 23, 1888 | 
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•7 -IO A.M., No. It, dully, Atlantic Kiuru 
7 : JU ror rniMlrC I'lill.ittllilil., AlUn 
noilon.ntl Mt-K Vol*. I'ullm.ii tniir«t ik-ppll 
UMlJM lor Alblnr. Bctotl And New 1 urn wit 
{intoh.nee. 

a . an r. U., No,*. tUllr, ILlOiili "ntl»* 
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